
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1810J 



Domestic Occurrences. 



159 



is proved by the committee to be greatly 
depeodaut on the quantity of bank of 
Kngland notes, in which they are paya- 
ble. One ill' the witnesscseMtinates these 
cuuniry notes at twelve millions, but they 
are probably rather more than thirty 
millions, as the gold coin in circulation 
used to be estimated at that sum, when 
there were only ten millions of bank of 
Kngland uoies, making th - then circula- 
tion forty million*, besides country notes, 
at that, time, perhaps five millions For- 
ty-five millions must have been augment- 
ed to fifty-four millions, to produce at de- 
preciation of 20 per cent, as at present, 
wnereby the country bank-notes appear 
to amount to about thirty-four millions 
the bank of England notes hem* twen- 
ty millions in circulation ; herein sup- 
posing the argument rapidity of pecuni- 
ary transactions to balance the great- 
er quantity of them, and that the same 
amount of circulating medium is uow 
necessary as in 1797. 

Supposing the bank of England to gain 
.MIO.OOu/. and the country bankers 
lpOO.OOO per annum, by the extraordi- 
nary and artificial circulation of paper- 
cmrency, it is a c.urious instance of vast 
evil produced by a small comparative 
benetit. if one mail robs another, the 
rubber gaius what the other loses; but 
by the present depreciation of lue na- 
tional currency, twenty millions per an- 
reini is lost by the public, and only two 
millions gained by the bankers. So dan- 
gerous is it to tamper iguurantly with 
coin or paper-money. 

Under the glaring and increasing injus- 
tice to the public nbove described, no 
doubt can remain respecting the con- 
duct of the legislature in iccu iritis as 



speedily as possible to the old fashion of 
exacting an actual value forpapercur- 
rency ; but it is to be observed in favour 
of government flint to the close of 1808, 
gold was not dccididly depreciated, at 
least not above 6di in a guinea, but so 
soon as the dt preciation became decided 
and unquestionable, all gold disappeared 
ol course, Aud country hankers encreas- 
ed their 'number as well as their notes 
to till up i he vacancy. The number of 
country hankers m 1797 was 230 ; now 
it is about 7*21, ol whom 121 have sprung 
up in the last y.ear. 

The commi'tre have forborne to place 
in the ruliculous view it deserves, the 
actual building of a new and extensive 
Mint, on Tower-hill, when it is manifest 
that no gold or silver coin of mint weight 
can possibly be current. In the close 
of the report, powerful motives are ably 
urged, founded on the virtual breach of 
all bargains of any duration, and on the 
injustice of ruining the public creditor, 
and all other annuitants. 

They express an opinion "that the in- 
tegrity and honour ut parliament are con- 
cerned not to authorise longer than is n - 
quired by imperious necessity the conti- 
nuance of a system of circulation, in 
which that natural check is absent which 
secures the substantial justice and faith 
of monied contracts aiitj obligations be- 
tween man and man," 

They then recommend the repeal of 
the restriction law after two years notice, 
in which lime they think warning enough 
will have been given to the bank and 
other bankers, gradually to lessen their 
paper issues, or to retire from the trad« 
with the gain they have already acquirtd f 
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STATE OF THE BELFAST WEEKLY, OK 
SUNDAY SVBOOL. 

In offering to the Public their annual 
statement and address, the Com- 
mittee and Teachers of the Sunday 
School beg leave to state, that nothing 
but the inadequacy of their funds, with 
the high price of timbenu the spring of 
this year, prevented them then commenc- 
ing the bulldiug of an appropriate School- 
house on the ground they have obtained 
for that purpose. They however flatter 
themselves that inticb time has not been 
lost, as in the interim they have acquired 
a considerable degree of information' on 
the subject of an approved plan on 
which such a building should be erected. 

Having an eai nest desire to introduce 
into this town ihe Lancastrian mode of 
teaching; and extending their views 
Jem a weekly, to a daily free school, lh*y 



have had some communications with M-, 
Laueasier on thai sooject, who has with 
that ponu ne s and. liberality for which he 
is so highly distinguished, given every in- 
formation required of him, and has aiso 
promised togiveall the further assistance 
iu his power towards carrying into effect 
so desir.tblc a priject 

The i o.iniiittee and teachers have there- 
fore resolved, that should they he support- 
ed by the public, they will endeavour as 
soon as in their power, to iutr .iluee a 
system if teachings generally approved 
of, ami which n.i- oe>.,. fouiiu to ue pio- 
ductive of so many advantage* to socie- 
ty 

In carrying this measure into effect, they 
have been advised by those conversant 
with tht; subject, .to beware of commenc- 
ing on a contracted scale. On the most 
mature deliberation, therefore ,tUey bate 
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agreed that a house sboujd be built capa- 
ble of accommodating five hundred pupils 
at least ; and oil such a plan, that should 
a further addition be found necessary at a 
future period, such enlargement might be 
made without aistuibmg the economy of 
the whole, 01 any part of it. 

Judging of the future by the past, the 
committee and teachers feel confident that 
the enlightened and liberal minded will 
give them mk.Ii further pecumaty assistance 
as may be necessary to then purpose ;-^ 
and with such suppoit, they entertain not 
the smallest doubt that they will be fully 
enabled, to finish a house adequate to the 
end in view, and also to succeed ui estab- 
lishing, in addition to the Sunday" school 
(of which they are determined nevpr to lose' 
sight) a daily free school on the plan of 
the philanthiopic Lancaster. 

Fiom the piecauous tenure by which 
the present school-ioom is held, a house 
is immediately necessary, and a consider- 
able i eduction having taken place in the 
price of timbei, they have been induced 
to commence the building of a house one 
hundied feet long, thirty-two feet wide, 
and two stpries high, which they sincerely 
hopethey will be enabled to finish thisyear. 

The committee and teacheis lespectful- 
ly submit to the publie, that the Lancas- 
trian mode of teaching being carried on 
at an expense so exceedingly small, 
they hope when they have the building 
eiected, and the establishment propeily 
set on foot, so little will be lequned for 
its future support, that but a veiy triuing 
annual aid from the subscribeis will be 
necessaiy. On this pimciple, therefore, 
they presume to evpect that the ttiends 
to this useful undeitakmg, Will be so 
libeial in their donations, in the present 
instance, as to enable the manageis to 
carry the measuie fully into effect. 

In the course of the communications 
with persons in London, on this mtei- 
esting subject, a letter* from a gentle- 
man there, to a member of the com- 
mittee; has been lain before the commit- 
tee anil teachers, from which they have 

derived consideiable information and 

conceiving that this letter which do«s 
honour to the head and heart of the 
writer,- might not only be gratifymg to 
the public, but also throw light on the 
Lancastrian system of education, and, 
being in a great measure explanatoiy 
of then views, they have lequested of 
the editors of the newspapers to give 
it publicity, with whic,b they have o- 
Wigingiy complied, it being now be 
fqte the public in the Belfast News- 
letter of 10, and the Belfast Commei- 



cial Chronicle of 11th inst....and also 
hope that the propuetors of the Bel- 
fast Magazine will give jt a place. 

A correct list of the encouragers of 
this laudable undeitakmg shall be pub- 
lished on the 1st of January next. 
Income and Expenditure of lit? Sunday Sckool 9 

from 1st May 1809 nil Ut Mai, 1810. 
Rent . . . £10- 

Books, Stationary, &c. . 16 15 2 
Balance 1st May, 1810 . 483 14 7§ 

=£520 9 9§ 

Balance in hands May, 1809 401 7 8$ 
Subscriptions received . 94 15 1 
Interest 24 7 



=6520 9 9£ 
On the hst as attending Scholars, 1st, May, 
1810. 

Females, 65... Males, 171. ..Total, 236. 

On the list for admission, 208.. ..Admit- 
ted since the commencement, 985... .Ad- 
mitted from May 1809,till May 1810, 125. 

The following persons are appointed to 
collect subscriptions for the present year s .- 

Luke Teelmg James M'Adam Daniel 

Bigger ..Thomas M'Cabe. ..who hope thaC 
'$uch persons as they may happen to omit 
calling on, and are willing to aid the in- 
stitution, will be so good as to send their 
contributions to any of them. 



* This letter, being considered a valuable coro- 

Briumcatmn, we intend giving it a place among the 
snginal communications in our next number. 



Nothing surely can be more grateful 
to a benevolent heart than the power 
and opportunity of doing good j nor can 
any thing be more worthily held up 
to public view, than an act which al- 
leviates the oppression of a fpllowrcrea- 
ture. 'To relieve the needy is often 
kacKneyed-chanty, as the means may be so 
conveniently attained as to give little 
"trouble to the contribute^ and in com- 
mon cases it never happens, that the 
headsttong current of selj-inlerest is £o 
be opposed. If is fair to allow every 
useful action its due weight in the scale 
of human vntuej and at the present 
period, when the income of the trades- 
man is but a scanty allowance for a fami- 
ly use, when the farmer himself feels the 
general scaicity ot money, and when 
influence has fled from many of its former 
splendid habitations, tvery individual 
ought to be alive to liie emluifmg of perso- 
nal expense, and the saving principle ought 
to be extended to as wide a compass 
as influence will admit. It is with 
pleasure we observe, to a late newspaper, 
an instance ot zealous exertion on the pai t 
of an individual towards an industnous 
peasantry near Ballymena, in matjei tally 
liquidating an enormous sum exacted for 
insuiance against militia. Such spirited 
Interference speaks strongly for goodness 
of heart and stiength of nuud in its hero. 
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and as the cause is of such general import, extensive tract of country in publicly 

itia hoped the example will'stimulate o- reluming thanks to the deseiv'ed object 

theis to similar disinterested measuies. of their gratitude, accompanied with a 

" Qui prodest populo, Deo paret." It is pledge of their feelings Which will last 

pleasing to notice the unanimity of an for ages. 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT, 

Fiom July 20, UtllAugmtW. 
The weather has for several weeks past continued cold and wet, and veiy unfa- 
vouiable foi saving the late ciops of hay ; had the corn crops been a« luxuriant as 
they sometimes are, they would have suffered much by the 1 late heavy rain's but 
except in some particular districts where the land is nch, or has been highly 
manured, the oats arashoit and thin, and in the thin light soils, which constitute 
afoon«iderable pait of the tillage lands of this coantiy, will tuin out unproductive , in- 
deed it is not reasonable to expect good crops where the lauds are suffered to be 
over-iun with that destructive weed, Wild maiygold, commonly called gowan, and 
the occupiers of such soils have themselves to blame for the loss they sustain by 
their unaccountable- negligence, in allowing it to grow up to maturity among their 
potatoe crops, where it sheds its seed, and multiplies beyond all calculation ; wei'e 
they at sufficient pains to destroy it for a few years, they would exterminate its 
breed, and secure themselves against an annual loss which the saving of the la. 
bour and expence required to destroy, can never compensate 

In many parts of the country the farmers continue to complain of the blast or 
smut in their wheat crops; but it is hoped the malady is not general. 

Barley is generally estimated a good eiop in this province, and flax has seldom 
been known a more abundant one. The growers of it appear to have entered 
pretty fully into the plan of saving seed and there is good grounds for hoping that 
the practice will become so general, that we shall in a few years, find ourselves nearly, 
if not altogether, independent on foreign countries for flax-seed. 

The Potatoe crops, wb,ich some weeks ago, appeared weak and unpromising, have 
revived much, and there is now a prospect of a plentiful supply of that nutritious root, 
on which the inhabitants of this country are so dependant. 

The grazing grounds have never fully recovered fiom the effect of the dry parching 
weather of spring, and the meadows in geneial have been so deficient of their usual 
crop, that hay is now selling at a puce uncommonly high ; and is expected to be ex- 
tremely scaice next spung. ______ 

COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

The difficulties of the trading world are not yet at an end, nor is there any 
probability ot their speedy tei mi nation. That the present distressing and dis- 
jointed state of commerce proceeds fiom the w«ar is very easily demonstrated. 
"Whether we attribute the causes of the bankiuptcies to speculation, to the weight 
of taxation, or to the too gieat quantity of paper m circulation, or to all these causes 
conjointly, they, each, and every one of them, may be ultimately tiaced to the war, 
as to one general source. Among the documents at page 157, will be found some in- 
teresting information on those subjects, extracted fiom the Morning Chiomcle 
to which we refer our readers, who may be desirous of further information. 

The restriction on the national banks of England and Ireland not to pay in 
specie, as by the acts of 1797, cames very much the appearance of the fiist 
stage of national bankruptcy. Paper could then only be exchanged for paper, 
and the necessity for providing gold being lemoved, the issues of the national 
banks became greatly extended in the fiist instance, and weie quickly followed 
by like extensive issues of the private banks. Ras"h speculations were en- 
couraged by this excess of paper, and by the facility of procuring discounts in 
which paper only was received toi paper. Competition was unduly stimulated 
both at home and abroad, so that a loss has been latterly mostly sustained both 
on our imports and exports, while the editois of ministerial newspapers mock our 
distress, by giving pompous accounts of our trade from custom-house rs-turns, with- 
out taking the pains to inquire whether the aitiele sent out, or those received in re- 
turn meet a pi ofitable market. Such an investigation would not suit their purpose 
of deceiving the people into a belief of the day-dream of security and piospeuty. 
But the plain unvarnished, undisguised fact is, that the present " war of elements. 



